"Symmachus thinks they will refuse; the Patriarch
thinks they may come. He is charging the priests to
preach the end of Faction; that will have great weight."

"There is a thing I \vould recommend," she said,
"that you send Philip on some mission to Smyrna or
Athens."

"I was thinking Trebizond," he said, "It is colder;
he does not like cold."

"Could you send him overland?"

"It would be better.*'

"It is often said," she said, "that women betray con*
spiracies. I have the chance of hearing certain things
from Theophanes. I warn you that what he says may be
false, and wilfully misleading. That we shall be able
to judge better as time shows his faith. He may be
employed to deceive us* Still, we ought to act as if he
were running great risk in coming to see us. We ought
to devise some way in which he can communicate."

"Would Sosthenes help at all?"

"No/' she said. "He loathes politics of every kind-
He says that they are sham oppositions invented by the
devil to check progress and fetter genius. He says that
nothing enlightened has been done in the State since the
Factions began."

"He is not far wrong, perhaps; but I was wondering
if he would do this: Theophanes is a great speaker. Could
you not suggest that he come to the Swan Maidens
Theatre to give your announcers some hints? No man
living speaks better in public. He has taken great pains
with his gift* He went to Athens to teachers there; it
is profoundly taught there. You have no announcers
yet, but you will find them necessary. I throw this out
as a suggestion. Could you suggest it? If he agrees, then
Theophanes could be in the theatre possibly two or three
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